The following information focuses on what you need to do in the exam hall. Read through it all carefully as it highlights some of the common mistakes made by candidates.

Before the Exam:
Read through the instructions on the front of the exam paper carefully. Make sure that you know how many questions to answer, from which section and in how much time. Whilst waiting to start you should estimate when you should have each section completed for example if Section A is worth 50 marks you should give yourself 50 minutes to complete that section. You should work on the basis of a mark a minute. You will also have some extra time that is allocated for reading and checking over your work at the end.

During the Exam:
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 Choose your questions carefully. Go straight to the big mark question and see if you can answer it. If you can't then you are potentially sacrificing nearly half of your marks for that question.
 Take your time to read each question carefully. You are better off investing time to read the question than get it wrong and write an incorrect answer. Remember you are better off getting 4 out of 6 marks than 0.
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 You don't have to answer the questions in order. Attempt the ones you feel more comfortable with first. Often answering the big mark question is a better way to spend your time than struggle with a medium mark question and losing time.
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 Remain calm. Remember if it seems like a difficult exam paper, it probably is for others as well so you may not need as many marks as you think to get your grade. 

Command Words:
Understand what each command word means. Be sure to underline them before attempting to answer the question otherwise you may answer it incorrectly and fail to get your marks. The following list shows typical command words and what they mean:
	Annotate 
	add notes or labels to a map or diagram to explain what it shows.

	Compare 
	look for ways in which features or places are similar or different.

	Complete 
	add to a map or graph to finish it off.

	Contrast 
	look for the differences only between features or places.

	Define 
	explain what something means e.g. freeze-thaw.

	Describe 
	say what you see/notice using sources if necessary.

	Discuss 
	usually wants a long answer, describing and giving reasons for or explaining arguments for and against.

	Draw 
	a sketch map or diagram with labels to explain something.

	Explain 
	give reasons for or justify something you have identified.

	Factors 
	reasons for the location of something such as a factory.

	Identify 
	name, locate, recognise or select a particular feature or features, usually from a map, photo or diagram.

	Mark 
	put onto a map or diagram.

	Study 
	look carefully at a map, photo, table, diagram etc. and say what it shows.



At the End of The Exam:
When you finish, use the remaining time to check over your work. Specifically focus on big mark questions checking that you have actually answered the question. Then check over medium mark questions and finally small mark questions. Ensure labels are clearly marked, maps are clearly labelled and figures have been referenced.
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